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Lamar County Solar
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Origis Energy and Mississippi Power are partnering on the state’s largest solar 
facility in Sumrall, Mississippi. To make the renewable-energy project possible, 
the two companies have worked closely with officials from Lamar County and the 
Area Development Partnership. This project will substantially increase the amount 
of solar-powered generation in Mississippi and add to Mississippi Power’s diverse 
energy supply for customers.

Origis Energy is a specialized provider of services for large-scale solar projects 
around the world. It will build, own, and operate the solar facility, and Mississippi 
Power will receive all the energy produced at competitive rates over the next 
25 years. Once the Lamar County facility is operational later this year, the $100 
million facility will generate 52 MW, enough electricity to supply power to 
approximately 8,000 homes. The facility will be on 590 acres and will feature more 
than 215,000 polycrystalline solar panels. The project will create up to 100 jobs 
during construction.

L a m a r  C o u n t y  S o l a r  E n e r g y  F a c i l i t y

Project Overview



Program Agenda

Welcome                           Chad Newell
President
Area Development Partnership

Invocation                         Dr. Scott Hummel, Executive VP & Provost
              William Carey University 

Special Recognitions     Chad Newell
President
Area Development Partnership

Remarks                            Johan Vanhee
Managing Director, Business Development
Origis Energy

Johnny Atherton
Vice President, Corporate Services & Community Relations
Mississippi Power 

Brandon Presley
Chairman & Northern District Commissioner
Mississippi Public Service Commission 

Sam Britton
Southern District Commissioner
Mississippi Public Service Commission 

Cecil Brown
Central District Commissioner
Mississippi Public Service Commission

Dale Lucus
Lamar County Board of Supervisors

Groundbreaking

Refreshments to follow the groundbreaking ceremony.
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Biographies

johan vanhee
Managing Director, Business Development,
Origis Energy
Johan Vanhee has worked to fulfill the Origis Energy solar 
industry mission since its inception in 2008. Currently 
serving as Managing Director of Business Development, he 
is at the forefront of utility scale solar adoption. In this role 
he has facilitated the development of over 500 megawatts of 
solar capacity.

Johnny Atherton
Vice President, Corporate Services and Community 
Relations, Mississippi Power
Johnny Atherton is responsible for Environmental & 
Resource Strategy, Corporate Services, Community 
Relations, Corporate Communication and Supply Chain 
Management and Information Technology. He began 
working for Mississippi Power in 1985 and has held various 
leadership positions within the company. Throughout his 
career, Atherton has been an active participant in many 
community and professional organizations along the Gulf 
Coast and throughout Mississippi. He currently serves as 
past chairman on the executive board of the Mississippi 
Manufacturing Association, a board member of the Gulf 
Coast Business Council, the USM Research Foundation, 
Mississippi Coast Foreign Trade Zone, and is a member 
of the Southern Miss 100 advocacy group. He also serves 
as a Commissioner for Harrison County Development 
Commission and the Mississippi Coast Coliseum. 
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Brandon Presley
Chairman & Northern District Commissioner, 
Mississippi Public Service Commission
Brandon Presley was elected Public Service Commissioner 
for the Northern District of Mississippi in 2007 and re-
elected in 2011 and 2016. Elected to the Public Service 
Commission at age 30, he was the youngest commissioner 
ever elected in Mississippi. Prior to serving with the PSC, 
Commissioner Presley served as Mayor of Nettleton 
from 2001 to 2007, having been elected at the age of 23, 
making him one of the youngest mayors in Mississippi 
history. Commissioner Presley served as President 
of the Southeastern Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners. He currently serves as chairman of the 
Consumer Affairs Committee for the National Association 
of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) and 
also serves on the natural gas committee. He is a former 
member of the board of directors of the National 
Regulatory Research Institute (NRRI). 

Samuel F. Britton
Southern District Commissioner,
Mississippi Public Service Commission
Samuel F. Britton was elected as the Public Service 
Commissioner–Southern District in 2015. Commissioner 
Britton has worked as Managing Director at a national 
investment banking firm and has worked as a CPA 
in Public Accounting with experience in areas of 
governmental accounting and auditing, taxation, finance, 
business valuation, and mergers and acquisition. He was 
named one of “Mississippi Leaders in Finance for 2014” by 
the Mississippi Business Journal. Commissioner Britton 
is a graduate of the University of Southern Mississippi 
with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration and 
also a graduate of Jones County Junior College. He holds 
several credentials including: Certified Public Accountant, 
Certified Valuation Analyst, Certified in Financial 
Forensics, and Personal Financial Specialist of Southern 
Mississippi. 
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Cecil Brown
Central District Commissioner, Mississippi Public 
Service Commission
Cecil Brown is currently serving as Central District 
Public Service Commissioner, and Vice Chairman of the 
Commission. Commissioner Brown was born in Meridian, 
Mississippi. Commissioner Brown has dedicated most 
of his career to public service, he started almost twenty-
five years ago, serving as the State Fiscal Officer and 
Executive Director of the state Department of Finance 
and Administration. He later served as chief of staff to 
Governor Ray Mabus. In 1999, Commissioner Brown 
was elected in the Mississippi House of Representatives. 
During his sixteen years in the legislature he worked on 
several committees, he served seven years as Chairman of 
the Education Committee, and eight years as a member of 
the Joint Legislative Budget Committee. As Commissioner 
of the Central District Public Service Commission, he 
continues to work for the people of Mississippi to provide 
quality and affordable utility service.

Dale Lucus
Lamar County Board of Supervisors
Dale Lucus is a life-long citizen of Lamar County 
and has proudly served as Lamar County’s District 5 
Supervisor since 2003. Leveraging his prior experience in 
financial services, Lucus has maintained a strong fiscally 
conservative approach to county government in his 13 
years of public service. The citizens of District 5 in Lamar 
County have elected Lucus to four consecutive terms 
as Supervisor, demonstrating the community’s strong 
support of his leadership, as well as his commitment to his 
constituents. During his terms in office, Lucus has focused 
on maintaining county roads, keeping debt to a minimum 
and firmly supporting the local school system. Lucus’ 
commitment to public service is readily evident through 
his behind-the-scene volunteer activities and his consistent 
presence in local youth sports programs. 



“This is an exciting day for all of Mississippi. By 
working with Origis Energy and the Area Development 
Partnership, we will have nearly doubled the amount 
of electricity generated by renewable energy going to 
the Mississippi Power grid.” 

- Anthony L. Wilson 
  President & CEO, Mississippi Power

“This historic state solar facility is a clear indication 
of the commitment Mississippi Power, the state of 
Mississippi and Lamar County officials have to their 
customers, community and the Pine Belt region. 
By working together, these utility and community 
leaders are creating regional jobs. Our Origis team 
is honored to be part of the solar revolution now 
happening in Mississippi.”

- Guy Vanderhaegen 
  Chief Executive Officer & President, Origis Energy



About Origis Energy

Origis Energy is Powering the Solar RevolutionSM with custom clean energy solutions 
for utility, commercial and public sector clients. The Origis team has worked to ensure 
the interests of all stakeholders are upheld in more than 100 projects worldwide totaling 
500+ megawatts to date of developed solar capacity. With offices in the U.S., Brazil and 
Belgium, Origis delivers excellence in solar project development, financing, engineering, 
procurement and construction (EPC) and operations, maintenance and asset management 
for investors and clean energy consumers across Europe and the Americas. For more 
information, visit www.origisenergy.com.

About Mississippi Power

Mississippi Power, a subsidiary of Southern Company (NYSE: SO), produces safe, reliable 
and environmentally responsible energy for more than 186,000 customers in 23 southeast 
Mississippi counties. Mississippi Power earned the 2015 ReliabilityOneTM Award for 
outstanding midsize utility for excellence in storm restoration and recovery efforts as 
well as being a leader in reliability, customer service and safety. Visit our websites at 
mississippipower.com and mississippipowernews.com, like us on Facebook, and follow us 
on Twitter, LinkedIn, Google+ and YouTube.

About Area Development Partnership

The Area Development Partnership (ADP) is a private, non-profit organization dedicated 
to improving the quality of life for citizens of Greater Hattiesburg through community 
and economic development. The ADP unites hundreds of individuals, businesses and 
organizations, creating a unique agency working to enhance the region’s economy and 
build a better community. The ADP’s economic development portfolio includes business 
recruitment, retention and expansion, project management, government relations, small 
business loans, and more. Information about the ADP is available at www.theADP.com.
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